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An example poem for two voices
written by NNWP consultant Campbell Pontius

Voice #1: Voice #2:
tam a polar bear | am an SUV

1 eat fish | guzzle petrolewm

1 must swim for my food People pump mine
But [ can't swim forever 1 burn gas pretty fast
When [ get tired Whew [ pollute

| depend upon I begin to destroy
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I'am a woman.
1'am a woman.

| 'am a woman born of a woman whose man owned a factory.
I am a woman born of a woman whose man labored in a factory.

I am a woman whose man wore silk suits, who constantly watched his weight.
1 am a woman whose man wore tattered clothing, whose heart was constantly strangled by
hunger.

| am a woman who watched two babies grow into beautiful children.
1 am a woman who watched two babies die because there was no milk.

| am a woman who watched twins grow into popular college students with summers abroad.
1 am a woman who watched three children grow, but with bellies stretched from no food.

But then there was a man;
But then there was a man;

And he talked about the peasants getting richer by my family getting poorer.
And he told me of days that would be better, and he made the days better.

We had to eat rice.
We had rice.

We had to eat beans!
We had beans.

My children were no longer given summer visas to Europe.
My children no longer cried themselves to sleep.

And | felt like a peasant.
And | felt like a woman.

A peasant with a dull, hard, unexciting life.
Like a woman with a life that sometimes allowed a song.




