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Education and Research: Testing Hypotheses





Name: ____________________________________________________   Date: ___________________

Data Story: Finding Food, Humpback Whale
Visit the Polar Ice Data Story Finding Food  http://polar-ice.org/focus-areas/polar-data-stories/finding-food/
1. Beginning with tab 1 click on the humpback whale link.  Explain what the scientist is doing in the film. 

· Consider the activity. Discuss: Is this behavior harmful to the animal? Why or why not? 

2. Look at the graph on tab 2 notice that the whales are moving up and down. What do you hypothesize is causing them to move up and down? 
Check out the links that lead you to more resources. 


View the NMFS link

How many tons does a humpback whale weigh? 


View the American Cetacean Society page and read the first paragraph. 


What does the term “photo-identification” mean? 

3. Move your cursor over the graph. What do you observe when you move your cursor? 
Move your cursor to the time 15:32 (3:32pm) What do you notice about the amount of krill at this time?  

            Visit the FAO link what is the genus and species of krill? 

Revisit  the American Cetacean Society page. What is the genus of the Humpback? 
4. Move through tab 4 making a prediction of where you will see the whales, do this

by clicking on the graph where you think you will see whales. 

Why did you choose to add a whale where you added it? 

5. Were your predictions accurate? Explain. 

6. Click the link for Palmer LTER. 

What does LTER stand for? 

Please check out the extensions they are super cool! 
