California Literature Synthesis Essay:

What happened to the sardines??

Reading Time: 15 minutes 

Suggested Writing Time: 40 minutes

Directions: The following prompt is based on the accompanying six sources. This question requires you to integrate a variety of sources into a coherent, well-written essay. Refer to the sources to support your position; avoid mere paraphrase or summary. Your argument should be central; the sources should support this argument. Remember to attribute both direct and indirect citations. 

Introduction 

Although climate change is something that has more recently emerged in the public eye, scientists have been studying the levels of CO2 in the earth’s atmosphere since 1958. Ultimately, scientific evidence supports that climate change is unequivocal, is primarily caused by humans, is causing significant damage to our environment and is growing rapidly. 

Assignment 

Read the following sources (including any introductory information) carefully. Then, in an essay that synthesizes at least three of the sources for support, take a position that defends, challenges, or qualifies the claim that climate change is the responsibility of the current generation and their investment in this issue is detrimental to the future of our planet. 

Refer to the sources as Source A, Source B, etc.; titles are included for your convenience. You must cite at least five sources in your essay including at least three of the sources included below. 

Source A (Ricketts) Mysterious Disappearance Focuses Attention on Woeful Lack of Information Regarding Billion Dollar Fish 
Source B (Graph) Mauna Loa Carbon Dioxide Apr2013 Keeling Curve

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keeling_Curve
Source C (AVISO) http://www.aviso.oceanobs.com/en/news/ocean-indicators/mean-sea-level/
Source D (NOAA) http://www.tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/sltrends/sltrends_station.shtml?stnid=9410840
Source E (Chavez) From Anchovies to Sardines and Back. Multidecadal Change in the Pacific Ocean
http://www.jstor.org.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/stable/pdfplus/3833328.pdf?acceptTC=true
