California Literature 

Investigative Project 
What happened to all of the sardines??
Introduction: When Steinbeck published Cannery Row in 1945 he described Monterey’s waterfront zone of sardine canneries as "a poem, a stink, a grating noise, a quality of light, a tone, a habit, a nostalgia, a dream." At the time, California's sardine industry was the largest fishery in the Western Hemisphere. However, by the 1950’s the sardines disappeared from Monterey Bay and the 19 canneries closed their doors. So, what happened to all of the sardines??  
Assignment: For this assignment, you will read and analyze various sources and come to a conclusion about what led to the disappearance of the sardines. After exploring the sources that are provided, you will be able to formulate a conclusion as to why this occurred and will then select a perspective to explore further. You will chose the role of one of the following; scientist, community leader, politician, corporate business owner, environmental activist, indigenous person, or high school student and will conduct further research to support your position on climate change and its effects on ocean life. Each group will share their findings in the form of a panel discussion that we will hold for a Samohi course conducting experiments on this subject. Your discussion should showcase various perspectives that will give these students an introduction to this issue as well as should provide a sense of urgency to this problem. 
Possible Research Questions:

What is climate change? Why is it happening? Evidence? 

What is the cause? Who / What is responsible? Held accountable? 

What are the effects? 

Why is this important?

What can we do / should we do? 

(Remember, you are researching to discover your chosen perspective)

Requirements:
1.) Research and identify THREE primary sources and FOUR secondary sources that will help you form a position. (These will NOT be the first seven sources your find) 

2.) Using annotation skills, extract the relevant information you need to formulate a well-developed position. This will be your evidence to support your specific claims. 

3.) Write a position paper (1-2 pages) that clearly identifies your position as well as supporting evidence.  (You will need this to refer to in your panel discussion)

4.) Create a bio for your chosen role- Who are you? Who do you represent? Why is this an important topic to you? (This can be fictitious)

5.) Organize notes, data, etc. for the panel discussion. 
Panel Discussion Requirements: 

1.) Although you all will participate in the pre-discussion research and planning, not all members of your group are required to represent you on the panel. 1-2 people can take on this role, or you can divide responsibilities. The discussion will occur over two class periods. Regardless of panel participation, all members of the group should be prepared to answer questions if called upon. 

2.) Take notes on all shared perspectives during discussion!!  You will need this in the follow-up assessment.  

Assessment and Grading:

1.) Group Work (50 Points / Participation) The class group work will be assessed based on the daily participation points scale. 

2.) Position Paper (50 Points / Writing) The position paper rubric will be used to assess your group paper. 

3.) Panel Discussion (50 Points / Presentation) The presentation rubric will be used to assess your presentation. 

4.) Synthesis Essay (50 Points / Writing) The synthesis essay rubric will be used to assess this essay. Specifics for this will be included in the synthesis assignment handout. 

