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WORKSHEET #1:       HURRICANE BASICS

The following publication from NOAA covers important characteristics of hurricanes and will help you to interpret some dangerous weather patterns.  Please read the pages under the titles “Hurricane Basics”  and “Origins and Cycles” and answer the Questions below.

1. Hurricanes are the most severe category of  what meteorological phenomenon?  _____________________

2. The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale defines hurricane strength by categories.  What is the range of category 1 hurricanes?  ______________  What is the range of a category 5?______________

3. How wide is the typical hurricane?   ____________  to  ____________
4. How wide is the typical eye of a hurricane?  ___________
5. Which is the most dangerous side of a hurricane?  _____________
6. What are some direct ways in which hurricanes are observed?  _____________________________________________________________
7. What are some indirect ways in which hurricanes are observed?   ______________________________________________________________

8. How can our vulnerability to hurricanes be reduced?  ____________________

9. What are the four conditions that may together precipitate a hurricane?  ________________________________________________________________

10. How are heat and energy that lead to a hurricane gathered?  ________________________________________________________________

