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Art and Ocean Literacy 

 Visual Perspectives
Summary

Why is the ocean important? This unit asks Visual Art students to approach the study of the ocean and its importance from their perspective and to highlight one or more answers.. It asks students to address the real importance of our world’s ocean, using real data and information to inform their creative expression and to generate the production of artwork that communicates this importance to the viewing public.
The goals are four fold: (1) to ask art students to utilize scientific research to inform their creative process, (2) to give art students the opportunity to utilize their work to thoughtfully communicate about this real-world issue, (3) to provide a meaningful way for students to demonstrate their design ability and artistic skills, and (4) to make connections between art and science.
Key Concepts

· “Essential Principals” about the function of the ocean
· Communication and reflection about the importance of the ocean

· Purposeful use of artistic skills
Objectives
· Observe, research, and reflect  
· Select information to communicate
· Demonstrate artistic skill and design ability in production of artwork
· Communicate concept with art and in companion artist’s statement
Materials

· General information sheet with unit overview
· Questionnaire about Ocean Literacy, including survey of student’s current knowledge and/or experience with the sea
· List of websites and resources for researching student’s individual area of concern
· Mixed media art supplies 
· Template or outline for information to include in artist’s statement
Procedure
General Note: The list of sequential activities would take place over a block of class periods, the number of days dependent on the students and the length of each class period.
1. Start with Power Point to introduce unit
2. Complete student questionnaire
3. Discuss above Power Point and questionnaire information

4. Read overview of the research and design challenge
5. Present target goals for the unit, including the benefit of impacting public awareness
6. Select topic for research and to address with the creation of artwork

7. Conduct research via computer on selected topics
8. Record key information to include in artist’s statement 

9.  Create roughs to explore possible approaches
Assessment

· Performance-Students will participate in discussion, take notes on their research, and create roughs to explore ideas for final artwork
· Product—Students will create artwork to communicate aspect of ocean literacy, based on researched findings and personal response
· Assessment should be directly related to the lesson objectives; in addition, students will write artists’ statements, connecting with ocean literacy
Additional Resources

Music/Song: Blue Boat Home 
Words by singer/songwriter Peter Mayer
Standards:  Art and Science
(Both are addressed...to be continued)
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