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Aurasma Tutorial
Summary

Aurasma, available on a variety of mobile devices, is a free web-based app that is used to create augmented reality (AR) experiences on a computer as well as a mobile device.  Augmented reality differs from virtual reality in that it does not seek to simulate reality.  Instead, the goal of augmented reality is to add contextual data and layers to deepen a person’s understanding of a real object or location. As wireless computing devices become more accessible, it is projected that the use of augmented reality technology will also rise. Benefits to students include: creating richer learning environments, connecting formal and informal learning, combining technologies with objects/ locations that are familiar to students (EDUCAUSE, 2005).  The Aurasma tool can be easily integrated into any EARTH lesson to further prepare students for 21st learning.  Aurasma is a great tool for both teachers and students to create their own content and communicate information.
[TAGS: augmented reality, technology tools, free and web-based, 21st century learning.]

Key Concepts

· Obtaining, evaluating and communicating information.
· The ocean is a source of inspiration, recreation, rejuvenation and discovery. It is also an important element in the heritage of many cultures. 

· Ocean exploration is truly interdisciplinary. It requires close collaboration among biologists, chemists, climatologists, computer programmers, engineers, geologists, meteorologists, and physicists, and new ways of thinking. 

Objectives

The Aurasma tool allows students to be able to:

· Observe, identify, and research teacher and student determined content and topics.
· Demonstrate learning and understanding of a variety of concepts.
· Communicate results of research, student exploration and student created projects.
Materials

· Aurasma storyboard worksheet
· Computer and/or mobile device with internet access
· Aurasma app and login

Procedure
To build your own aura using a computer:
1. Go to https://studio.aurasma.com/login and create a login.  Remember do not give out personal information!  Students should discuss with teachers and parents what appropriate login and passwords are.  Write down your login and password some place safe! You will use the Aurasma website and your computer to build your auras but will use your mobile device and the Aurasma app to view auras.
2. Download the Aurasma app on your mobile device so that you can view auras and login with the login and password you created in step one. 
3. Look at the additional resources section for specific Aurasma video tutorials and help with questions you may have. 

4. Use the Aurasma storyboard worksheet to help organize your information and content before you begin designing your aura. 

5. View the pdf tutorials on trigger images, overlays and creating auras on the web:

Trigger Images: http://www.mpsaz.org/edtech/resources/ar/created/files/triggers.pdf
Overlays: 

http://www.mpsaz.org/edtech/resources/ar/created/files/1-overlays.pdf
Creating auras on the web:

http://www.mpsaz.org/edtech/resources/ar/created/files/creating_from_web.pdf
6. Collect your trigger images and overlays in a folder for organization purposes and ease of use. You can use any images or videos that you want but be sure and cite your work if it is not your own.  Youtube videos can be linked either by downloading the video using another cite like http://youtubeinmp4.com/ or by uploading the URL as an add action in an overlay.  

7. While logged in to Aurasma studios, click “Create new aura” in the upper right hand corner and follow the prompts to upload trigger images, add overlays and finalize your aura.  
8. Once your have finalized your aura, give it a name, save it and share it! Be sure your aura is public; write down your username and aura name so you can share it with people.

9. If you are using trigger images on a poster be sure and display a message similar to this so people know about the AR option to interact with your poster. *This is an interactive poster, once you download the Aurasma app on your mobile device and subscribe to the INSERT THE NAME OF YOUR CHANNEL/AURA HERE channel, use the trigger images marked with an * to interact with the poster. As with the use of any technology, the quality of the hardware may have an impact on the user experience.
To view an aura using your mobile device:
10. Download the Aurasma app from your device’s app store and login with the same login you used to create your auras on the Aurasma studio website. Launch the Aurasma app and you will see this screen: [image: image2.png]



11. From this screen tap the A icon at the bottom of the screen to enter the main menu.
12. Click the magnifying glass icon and search for the user and/ or channels you want to view. [image: image3.png]®eee0 \erizon LTE 2:41PM 97% )
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13. Click the follow button with the circular icon to follow the user and/or channel, you can also like, follow and share aura’s and/ or channels from this menu: [image: image4.png]lerizon LTE 2:57 PM 94% W)
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14. Click the frame icon on the ribbon menu next to the magnifying glass icon to enter the AR mode.  This will take you back to this screen [image: image5.png]



15. Locate the AR trigger image in the viewfinder, if necessary, tap screen to focus. 
16. Once Aurasma has recognized the trigger image, the AR overlay will launch and come to life.
17. Tapping on the AR overlay will navigate the user to additional web-based resources.
18. To continue the AR experience, return to the viewfinder screen and locate the next trigger image.  

Additional Resources

For background information on Aurasma and video tutorials:
Aurasma Overview: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/AurasmaLite 
Aurasma Login: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSKDLtWLLWw
Aurasma Trigger Image: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9j64tKRrlU
Aurasma Overlay:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_I05RrBpLvA
Create an Aura: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCJmuiUCHYA&list=PLYk2ySKukLs7jPsMNv5MTJaotKBctXTvT&index=5
Share your Aura: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDmppRVeMic&list=PLYk2ySKukLs7jPsMNv5MTJaotKBctXTvT&index=2
Aurasma Explore: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBUVInt0SX0&list=PLYk2ySKukLs7jPsMNv5MTJaotKBctXTvT&index=8
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