Oil Munching Mini Monsters Extension Activity
(Adapted from http://asfaenvironmentalscience.wordpress.com/ces-final-exam-junior-edition/)
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Part I   (20 points each article = 80 points total for part I)


Using the nationally respected websites below, find four articles related to the Gulf Coast Oil Spill.  Don’t use wikipedia. I want you to look at primary/first-hand accounts of this crisis, reflect on what you have read and respond to it.  Each article should focus on one of six possible angles: Political, Economic, Social, Technical/Scientific, Legal, or Environmental. Print these articles (I need to see the actual article). Each article response should be one to two paragraphs (in your own words!!!!) and highlight the major idea expressed in the article, what you think about the crisis based on what you read and how credible you think the author is  as well as the reasons for your judgments.
Part II  (20 points)


After you have read and responded to the four articles, write a one-page synopsis on the events leading up to the crisis, the current state of the crisis, the impacts of the crisis on coastal ecosystems and/or ecosystems. Make sure to cite your sources! 
Part III  Extra Credit  (Up to 20 Extra Credit Points)
1) Investigate a SPECIFIC coastal ecosystem that will be affected by this oil spill. Where is it? What type of ecosystem is it? What type of climate and hydrology does it normally experience? Who are the primary producers? Who are the primary consumers? Who are the secondary (and higher) consumers? What effects will oil from the uncapped Deep Horizons/BP oil well have on this ecosystem? Be as specific as possible. Can you speculate on ways to help this ecosystem recover from this disaster? 
OR

2)  Alternatively, you can PINPOINT a specific company that uses (exploits) the natural capital provided by a specific Gulf Coast ecosystem. What type of business does this company participate in? How large is this company and how much money does it make each year? How is this business being impacted by the Gulf Coast Oil Spill RIGHT NOW? How much money is this company losing per day? What are the projected economic impacts to this company and/or this economic sector? Who should foot the bill for this projected economic impact? How do you think the projected economic impact will specifically affect You?

