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What are Phytoplankton by Nasa’s Earth Observatory 

Go to http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/Phytoplankton/ and complete the following.

1. Define phytoplankton.

2. Provide five examples of phytoplankton.

3. How are phytoplankton similar to land plants?

4. How are phytoplankton different from land plants?

5. Name 5 nutrients that phytoplankton may require for growth.

6. What metal may limit growth in large ocean areas?

7. What five things may influence the growth rate of phytoplankton?

8. What is the most important thing that phytoplankton do for us?

9. Discuss two ways in which phytoplankton can cause massive death in the ocean.

10.  What is the role of phytoplankton in the carbon cycle?

