EL NIÑO and LA NIÑA
Go to this website and answer the questions below. 
http://www.windows2universe.org/earth/climate/cli_events.html&edu=mid

This page discusses several weather-disturbing events that are natural variations in Earth’s climate.  Effects can be near or far away.

1. What is a teleconnection pattern?

2. What does ENSO stand for?

Go to the link for El Niño ENSO
3. During an El Niño event, what happens in the western Pacific?
4. During an El Niño event, what happens in the eastern Pacific?
5. During a La Niña event, what happens in the eastern Pacific?
6. What effects do El Niño and La Niña have on weather and where do these effects occur (see the top AND bottom of the page before you answer this)?

Now go to the link for the North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO).

7. What is the NAO?
8. What kind of weather results when the NAO is in its POSITIVE phase?
9. What kind of weather results when the NAO is in its NEGATIVE phase?
Now go to the Teleconnections link and examine the map.

10. Where does it get warmer during an El Niño?

11. Where does it get wetter during an El Niño?

12. Where does it get drier during an El Niño?

There is some further interesting information on another page of this site:

http://www.windows2universe.org/vocals/ocean_atmosphere_coupling_se_pacific.html
13. What are the three connections between the atmosphere and the ocean off the coast of South America? 

Okay, now head off to this website to watch an animation of sea surface temperatures associated with El Niño and La Niña at 

http://www.nnvl.noaa.gov/MediaDetail.php?MediaID=128&MediaTypeID=2

