Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute’s Video Annotated and Reference System (VARS)
The data archived in this site may be helpful in trying to make sense of what you are observing in the EITS video.  You will need Java Script to run this program.
1. Go to http://www.mbari.org/vars/vars_query.html
2. Scroll down and click on Launch VARS Public Query 
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Running the VARS Query application requires the most recent version of Java

=t Tolaunch the query application click on this link:

Internal VARS pages

Launch VARS Query (nternal only)

Note: We have recently moved the VARS public database. If you are having trouble launching it,
please try relaunching from this link:

When the launcher asks where to save the application, save itin the place where you expectto use it
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3. The screen below will appear:
Under Search for use the drop down arrow to choose the name of the organism for which you would like to find data (for practice choose Tanner Crabs which  are frequent visitors).
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4. Click on ADD [image: image3.png]& hitp:fwwww.mbari.org}vars/vars_query.html
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, this will add your organism.
5. Click on the advanced tab
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6. Once you hit Advanced Tab you will have the following options (as you scroll through)

Associations is one of the first (perhaps you want to see crabs with sea pens so you’d click the box and enter sea pens in the box). Scroll down to almost the end (physical characteristics)
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7. Click on SEARCH to begin query
A pop-up will appear to show the query is working
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8. When you finish the query will show up as a spreadsheet
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9. If an image is available, you can click on the “link” and a picture will pop up
For instance, clicking on    brings up the picture of a tanner crab in association with another (all the info from the spreadsheet is also on the picture). 
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By clicking on the boxes to the left (return), this data will show up in the query


For instance if you want to know other organisms seen with your organism in the frame grab, make sure 


Association, observation date, recorded date, depth, oxyen, salinity, temperature and image are checked)














Make sure the Search Button is green





You will need to scroll down to see all the options











