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The Case of the

“Bloody Red Salt”
Date:__________________________________

Name/s:__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

1. What is the problem the scientists need our help with?

2. Brainstorm in your group what some reasons might be:

3. Clues:

	What is clue #1?

The government is spraying the area with bug spray to get rid of a moth that is harming the trees.
	How might this affect the birds?

Answers may vary.
	What did the scientists decide in Monterey?
Actually, the moth spray wasn’t a problem for the birds. Scientists did not find evidence of the moth spray on the birds. 


	What is clue #2?

An oil tanker has just crashed into a bridge 100 miles away. Oil is leaking into the ocean.
	How might this affect the birds?

Answers may vary.
	What did the scientists decide in Monterey?

The oil spill was 100 miles away, too far away to harm the birds.



	What is clue #3?

There are some HUGE waves crashing on the shore lately.
	How might this affect the birds?

Answers may vary.
	What did the scientists decide in Monterey?

The waves had something to do with it.


	What is clue #4? 
Shadows on the ocean; algal bloom… answers may vary.


	How might this affect the birds?

Answers may vary.
	What did the scientists decide in Monterey?

Algal blooms are usually formed by millions of microscopic organisms called phytoplankton. Dinoflagellates are one kind of phytoplankton. They are harmless.

	What is clue #5?

What is this foam on the surface of the ocean.
	How might this affect the birds?

Answers may vary.
	What did the scientists decide in Monterey?

The scientists say the foam is from the waves combined with dinoflagellates.



4. Predict. Could this problem happen again? How?
Answers may vary. If the conditions are right, it could happen again if there are big waves stirring up the same dinoflagellate bloom.
5. Are people responsible for the birds becoming sick in The Case of the Bloody Red Salt? Explain.
Not directly. It was a natural phenomenon.
6. Is there anything humans can do to keep this from happening again? Explain.

Not really, however, we know how to help the birds now.

Answers may vary.





The birds are getting sick.








