The Importance of the Microbial World

Based on Reading from The Microbial World: Foundation of the Biosphere, a report from The American Academy of Microbiology available at http://asmusa/org/acasrc/aca1.html
Your task is to read the first two parts of the Microbial World report and actively connect the information contained within the report to the 6 key concepts that we discussed in class. As you read I would like you to connect the parts of the reading with the appropriate microbial concept. Make sure that your connections make sense and are clear. 

Step 1 – Read the Microbial World Report sections 1 & 2

Step 2 – Label 6 post its (or make a chart) with the key microbial concepts

Step 3 – Re-read the Microbial World Report and make the connections to the concepts – Record on your post-its (or chart)

6 Key Microbial Concepts: 

	1. Marine microbes are very small and have been around for a long time 

	2. Microbes are everywhere; they are extremely abundant and diverse 

	3. Life on Earth could not exist without microbes 

	4. Microbes significantly impact our global climate 

	5. Most marine microbes are beneficial 

	6. There are new discoveries every day in the field of microbial oceanography 


