Project MUCK
Middlers United for Conservation and Knowledge

MUCKers of the World Unite!

Teachers from all over California met at the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s “Dynamic Cycles Teacher Institute” and planned an extensive project spanning the length (and breadth) of California.  Students from 7 different schools will collect data from different marine and freshwater sites, and then share that data with their partner schools.  At the end of the project, the students will have produced some sort of project that synthesizes all of their knowledge and experiences.

Wouldn’t it be great if students could have penpals with each other – the program snowballed to for what is now seven different school sites in seven different locations. The students will collect data using the rapid assessment method and share that information with each other.

Lots of Information For Everyone (LIFE)

The MUCK website has been put together to put and share information. There are links (on the resources page) to the activities (background information and other protocols). This will get more detailed as we have time to work on this. 

Potential products are unlimited and up to the imagination of the students. We’ll do two collection trials meshed with followup workshops.
  Mosher Slough (collected by Wagner Hold Elementary School)

  Bodega Bay (collected by Rincon Valley Charter School)

  North San Francisco Bay (collected by Saint Marks School)

  Hayward Shoreline in San Francisco Bay (collected by Eden Gardens School)

  Monterey Bay (collected by Salesian Elementary and Junior High School)

  Monterey Bay (collected by Monterey Bay Christian School)

  Soquel Creek (collected by New Brighton Middle School)

Web.mac.com/muckca 

MANY thanks to Wendy, our MUCK mentor
muckca@mac.com 

Discussion

It would be great to get Miriam’s class involved too – additional groups will have to wait until we finish this trial.

There are other programs like this – these usually have formal signups and instructions for collecting and posting data.  CIESE – Stevens Institute of Technology.

The students will collect information based on the rapid assessment like we did at the field site. We’ve also added a couple of additional assessment forms. We will use the forms that Anthony provided and will add to it.
